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bring matters to a satisfactory conclusion ; & it seems to her that
if the crisis continues much longer that it may affect the best
interests of the Empire, especially as regards the question of the
Affghan Frontier which seems to her extremely threatening.
1264  (Copy} Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
June 20. 1885.
Mr, Gladstone . . . had the honour to receive between 9 J and
10 this morning a letter from Sir H. Ponsonby written on Your
Majesty's behalf and covering a letter from Lord Salisbury to
Your Majesty dated June 19.
Mr. Gladstone felt it necessary at once to call for the presence
of all his late colleagues who were within reach and they met at
11   when  Mr.   Gladstone  laid before  them the letters which
have passed.
The conditions which it is deemed necessary by Lord Salisbury
to require from Mr. Gladstone are stated with great clearness.
It is matter of the utmost regret to Your Majesty's late ad-
visers and to Mr. Gladstone himself that Lord Salisbury puts aside
without a word a portion of Mr. Gladstone's Memorandum,
describing the spirit in which the declaration lately made by him
would be interpreted and applied. This portion of Mr. Gladstone's
Memorandum written on the i8th has received the entire and
marked approval of his colleagues and he himself had hoped that
here might be found a solution of the existing difficulty.
He is concerned to say for himself, and on the part of all the
members of the late Cabinet who have assembled, that it would be
contrary to their public duty to compromise the liberties of the
House of Commons now by giving the specific pledges which
Lord Salisbury requires.
1265  (Copy)     Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
June 23rd. 1885, 9.30 a.m.
I understand the Queen to be disposed to express her belief that
my words are used with sincerity and loyalty and may reasonably
be so accepted and to this I can offer no objection but the in-
cessant attempts from the other side to extend them obliges me
once more to say that I can in no way be a party to any con-
struction or interpretation placed upon them.